The histiocytoses of childhood.
The histiocytoses of childhood include Langerhans' cell histiocytosis, haemophagocytic syndrome (familial and reactive), sinus histiocytosis with massive lymphadenopathy (Rosai-Dorfman disease), juvenile xanthogranuloma and malignant histiocytosis. These disorders show wide variation in their clinical presentation, prognosis and genetic implications. All are characterized by localized or generalized proliferation of histiocytes, but they differ in their morphology, histochemical and immunochemical staining patterns and electronmicroscopical features. On the basis of a comprehensive clinical history and critical interpretation of morphology and immunocytochemistry using an appropriately selected panel of antibodies, a diagnosis can be reached in the majority of cases.